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What’s New?

Get the Latest Updates:
Sign up for our email list:  
Check out the Great Lakes IAC Website:   iacgreatlakes.com 
 or Facebook under “Intertribal Agriculture Council”

Spring 2013 Newsletter
This monthly newsletter is intended to create a new forum for sharing the latest news and success stories 
relating to Tribal agriculture and food issues in the Great Lakes Region that includes Michigan, Minneso-
ta, Wisconsin, and Iowa.  It is a service of the Intertribal Agriculture Council’s (IAC) Technical Assistance 
Network that is here to provide no-cost help to Tribes and Tribal food producers in accessing USDA and 
other related programs, as well as working to lay the foundations for expanded food production and more 
resilient food systems that are a step toward improving the health of our communities and generating sus-
tainable economic development.

New Mobile Farmers Market
The past few months have been busy!  In fall 2012, the Intertribal Agri-
culture Council (IAC) received a Farmers Market Promotion Program 
(FMPP) grant to start a Mobile Farmers Market, which is a fuel-efficient 
cargo van that will be helping to establish farmers’ markets in local com-
munities and strengthen the Tribal regional food distribution network.  
Full operations are anticipated to begin in early June 2013.  The Mobile 
Farmers Market has two primary objectives: 1) expand market access 
for Tribal food producers and 2) increase availability of fresh, healthy, 
and traditional food items, especially in remote Tribal communities.  
The project is seeking to partner with existing Tribal farmers markets 
and help create new ones where there is community interest.   More 
information will be sent out in the near future, but please feel free to 
contact Dan Cornelius (dan@IndianAgLink.com) if you’d like to discuss 
possibilities.  Initial plans include every other week stops through most of northern Minnesota and Wis-
consin and monthly through the rest of the region.  We took delivery of the van on April 1st & will begin 
full operations in early June.

2012 National Agriculture Census
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the Agricultural Census every five years.  
2012 was one of those years, with collection continuing throughout spring 2013.  The data collected in this 
census is one of the most important tools used to make funding and policy decisions.  Anyone producing 
more than $1000 of a product should fill out a form that was initially mailed in December.  This form is 
also available online.  More information is available at www.agcensus.usda.gov. 
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What’s New? cont.

Food Sovereignty Summit
Held at Oneida, Wisconsin from April 15-18th, 2013 and organized by the Oneida Nation, First Nations 
Development Institute, Northeast WI Technical College, and the Intertribal Agriculture Council, the 
Food Sovereignty Summit will feature presentations on Tribal agriculture from around the country with 
an emphasis on projects aimed at promoting food sovereignty.  Scholarships are available, and the event 
will also include a variety of hand-on workshops.  We will also be hosting a seed swap, so please bring 
any seeds you are interested in exchanging.  More information and event registration is available at www.
firstnations.org/summit. 

Farm Bill Update
Generally undertaken every four years, the 2008 Farm Bill that authorizes and funds most USDA pro-
grams expired at the end of September 2012.  The US Senate and House Ag. Committee passed versions 
similar to the 2008 bill, but the House of Representatives did not pass legislation.  The full Congress 
passed a one year extension in January 2013 that unfortunately did not fund many of the programs most 
critical to support Tribal and other small-scale agriculture.  Discussions on a comprehensive multi-year 
farm bill on ongoing, so Tribal input, support, and advocacy are as critical now as ever. 

Sustainable Agriculture Workshop Series for Tribal Educators
A USDA SARE grant is support a series of sustainable agriculture workshops across the Great Lakes Re-
gion over the next three years.  This grant will provide travel funding for Tribal agricultural educators to 
attend a hands-on workshops, including events like this year’s MOSES Organic Farming and Indigenous 
Farming Conferences, as well as the upcoming Food Sovereignty Summit at Oneida.  Please contact Dan 
Cornelius (dan@IndianAgLink.com) if you are interested in helping to organize and host a workshop or 
would like more information on participating in this opportunity.

IAC Annual Membership Meeting
Held every December in Las Vegas, the Intertribal Agriculture’s Annual Membership Meeting brings 
Tribal producers, Tribal representatives, USDA staff, and a host of other agricultural and natural re-
sources professionals from across the country.  Last year’s conference, ran from December 10-13 at the 
Flamingo Hotel, is focusing on sovereignty, especially in the sense of Tribal communities working to feed 
themselves.  It also featured the second meeting of the USDA Council on Native American Farming and 
Ranching (CNAFR) that was formed to provide guidance and develop recommendations to the USDA 
Secretary to improve programs for Tribal producers and communities.  In addition to learning about in-
novative agricultural operations, projects, and assistance programs, the IAC Annual Membership Meet-
ings are an excellent opportunity to connect with Tribal agriculture leaders and producers from around 
the country.  Membership in IAC is $200/year and gives voting rights to the Tribe’s delegate, although 
IAC serves and works with all Tribes regardless of membership status.

Value Added Producer Grant 
IAC assisted with several Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) applications through USDA’s Rural 
Development in fall 2012.  VAPG provides up to $100,000 for marketing feasibility studies or up to 

Contact Information:
Dan Cornelius, Technical Assistance Specialist
1314 Spaight St. #2, Madison, WI, 53703  •  (608)280-1267  •  dan@IndianAgLink.com
Websites:  iacgreatlakes.com   •   indianaglink.com   •   iactechhelp.com

Intertribal Agriculture Council • Great Lakes Region • Newsletter, Spring 2013

www.firstnations.org/summit
www.firstnations.org/summit
mailto:dan@IndianAgLink.com
mailto:dan@IndianAgLink.com
iacgreatlakes.com
indianaglink.com
iactechhelp.com


Contact Information:
Dan Cornelius, Technical Assistance Specialist
1314 Spaight St. #2, Madison, WI, 53703  •  (608)280-1267  •  dan@IndianAgLink.com
Websites:  iacgreatlakes.com   •   indianaglink.com   •   iactechhelp.com

Intertribal Agriculture Council • Great Lakes Region • Newsletter, Spring 2013

$300,000 in working capital for projects that add value to agricultural products.  Due to the work of 
USDA’s Office of Tribal Relations (OTR) and IAC that clarified Tribal eligibility, last year marked the first 
time that VAPG was open to Tribes in most instances.  IAC would also like to thank the Shakopee Mde-
wakanton Community for their generous support in helping contribute matching funds.  If you weren’t 
able to submit an application last year, now is the time to start thinking about concepts and putting 
together the details for this year’s round of funding if it is available.

Tri-State Conservation Meeting
The Tri-State Conservation Meeting at Lac du Flambeau scheduled for last fall was unfortunately can-
celed.  Among this planned meeting’s topics were discussion on the current state of NRCS’ EQIP (En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Program) shift from a state-by-state to regional approach, which will 
establish universal payment schedules and could help make it easier for respective states to add conser-
vation practices that have been adopted by other states.  Wild rice seeding and invasive weed removal 
that have been adopted in Wisconsin are two examples that might soon be able to be applied in Minne-
sota and Michigan.  Michigan Tribes will be meeting to discuss conservation issues in Mt. Pleasant from 
April 30-May 2nd. 

USDA Tribal Conservation Advisory Councils
There are two new larger tribal advisory council efforts.  Part of the range of solutions resulting from he 
Council on Native American Farming and Ranching (CNAFR), a new committee that reports directly 
to the USDA Secretary, had its first meeting in Washington DC during mid-August.  The next meeting 
will be held in conjunction with the IAC Annual Membership Meeting in Las Vegas on December 10-13.    
NRCS established three Regional Tribal Advisory Councils that met at the end of August for the first 
time.  The Central Region Tribal Advisory Council’s meeting was held at Oneida.  The date and locations 
for the next round of meetings has yet to be announced.

   • NRCS EQIP: USDA is accepting applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) that provides funding for projects ranging from fencing to high tunnels (plastic greenhouses).
• Rural Development RBEG: The Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) provides funding for a large 
variety of projects aimed at promoting economic development.  State Rural Development deadlines vary 
and some have passed for 2013, but states can still pass on applications to the national Native American 
set aside if they are received soon.
• Farm-to-School Grants: These USDA Food and Nutrition (FNS) grants are available for planning, im-
plementation, or support service.  More information is available at www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/f2s/f2_2013_
grant_program.htm.  Applications are due April 24.
• CRP: The USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides payments and cost sharing for both 
taking sensitive ecological land out of production and implementing measures like cover crops.  The 
sign-up period is May 20-June 14.  

More information on each of these funding opportunities is available at iacgreatlakes.com. 
Know of other funding opportunities?  Send an email to dan@IndianAgLink.com.

Funding Opportunities
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The Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin has been 
a leader in Tribal agriculture for the past couple 
decades. 
 
In the mid-1990s, the Tribe 
formed the Oneida Commu-
nity Integrated Food Systems 
(OCIFS) group that includes a 
representative from the respec-
tive Tribal departments and 
groups working on food and ag-
riculture issues.  One of OCIFS’ 
major benefits is that it helps bring improved coor-
dination.

The Oneida Nation Farm is one of OCIFS’ mem-
bers.  The farm grows a variety of crops to support 
a cattle and bison operation 
whose meat is in extremely 
high demand.  The farm also 
operates the Oneida Orchard 
that features apples, straw-
berries, and other pick-your-
own produce, as well as a re-
tail store.  One of its annual 

highlights is an apple and harvest fest each fall.

Tsyunhehkwa (joon-heh-
kwa), translated roughly 
into “it sustains us”, is the 
Oneida Tribe’s more tradi-
tional and demonstration 
agricultural operation.  
The farm grows heirloom white corn and a variety 
of vegetables, raises chickens and grass-fed cattle, 
organizes an annual community seed and seedling 
distribution, and generally serves as an educational 
resource.  Tsyunhehkwa also 
operates a cannery that may be 
used by the public.

OCIFS organizes several other 
activities as well, including a 
weekly farmers’ market, farm-
to-school projects, and 4-H 
youth eduction.  Products from 

the farm and Tsyun-
hehkwa are products 
are sold at the Onei-
da One Stop retail 
stores.  More infor-
mation is available at 
the OCIFS website:

www.oneidanation.org/ocifs/. 

Producer Profile: Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin

Upcoming Events
• Spring 2013 - NASS Agricultural Census: Online census forms are no longer available, but the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will continue to accept paper census forms as they are received.  
Anyone producing over $1000 of agricultural product should fill out a form.
• April 15-18, Oneida, WI - Food Sovereignty Summit: Registrations are currently being accepted.  Reg-
ister and get more information at www.firstnations.org/summit.
• June 10-13, Keshena, WI - Intertribal Timber Council (ITC) Annual Symposium: The Menominee 
Nation will be hosting this year’s ITC meeting, which brings together forestry professionals from around 
the country.  More information is available at www.itcnet.org/get_involved/annual_symposium.html.
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